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Common Core Standards discus-
sion predominated the Gathering of 
English teachers, March 9-10 at Ar-

rowhead High School in Hartland.  

Kent Williamson, execu-
tive director of NCTE, start-
edoff with an explantion of a 
national literacy initiative. 

"No one organization can 
take responsibility for literacy 
education," he said, so NCTE 
has partnered with the Ball 
Foundation to create the Nation-
al Center for Literacy Education.

Starting with a beta website, 
literacyinlearningexchange.org is starting 
its collaborative efforts by asking teachers 
to enter their school portraits: What does 
literacy look like in your school?

The goal is to improve collaboration 
among all teachers in a building to create 
a system-wide approach to literacy, not just 
literacy in English classes.

Carol Jago, past president of NCTE 
and a member of the Common Core Stan-

dards initiative, talked about some misun-
derstandings about the Common Core and 
ways to implement it.

We need to realize, Jago said, that 
Common Core Standards focus on results 
we should see in our students.  The stan-
dards describe WHAT, not HOW students 
should be taught.

We need to remember that assessment 
will be literacy based, not literature based. 
In Wisconsin the Smarter Balanced consor-
tioum is using adaptive testing to creat the 
Common Core assessments. They will be 
field tested next year.  Teachers should get 
the results rather quickly, while they still 
have the students who took the assessment.

Another misconception is that the 
text exemplars in Appendix B are what we 
should be teaching. In fact, the list was se-
lected to show models of complexity.

One of the things we can improve on 
as students move up through the grades is 
to scale back on scaffolding and give stu-
dents greater independence. When they get 
to college, there will be no scaffolding.

Updated look, functionality
Website redesign allows use of Paypal and 
removes some restrictions.             >>Page 7

Tamara Maxwell is Wisconsin's new Eng-
lish Language Arts consultant .   >>Page 8

Welcome new ELA consultant

Find out what took place.       >>Pages 4-6
Summary and photos

IDEAS
CHALLENGESBIG

Carol Jago, Rebecca Sipe keynote 
with focus on Common Core

Carol Jago

Kent Williamson

Save the date: Oct. 12, in Madison. Concur-
rent session proposals due June 1.> >Page 3

Submit proposals now

Carol Jago taught English in middle and high school 
for 32 years and directs the California Reading and 
Literature Project at UCLA. She is a past president 
of NCTE, serves as AP Literature content adviser 
for the College Board and chair of the English 
Academic Advisory Committee. She has published 
more than a dozen books, indluding "With Rigor 
for All: Meeting Common Core Standards for 
Reading Literature." She has edited the journal of 
the California Association of Teachers of English 
since 1995.

Awards may be for you
Writing, doublespeak, student, teacher 
awards: NCTE has it all for you. >>Page 10

Kathy Nelson challenges us.      >>Page 2
From the President's desk
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But for the good of Wisconsin education, all of us who know must share our WCTE secret 
with our colleagues. A good teacher is ready for, not surprised by, state initiatives. More than 
five years ago, our DPI liaison defined RtI for us and alerted WCTE of its movement into high 
schools. WCTE members have been “at the table” involved with the changes of our state stan-
dards and continually are updated on the Common Core implementation all along  the way. 
Our dynamic new liaison, Tamara Maxwell, envisions a stronger presence of grammar within 
our curriculum and is enlisting WCTE’s help to bring it about. WCTE teachers are informed 
educators.

Personally, I can attest to this. When my administration asked me about adding a second 
AP English course to our curriculum, I emailed my WCTE contacts; and I had the answers 
to all our questions before noon that same day. This week, I incorporated Blackout Poems, 
about which I learned at last fall’s Centennial conference, into my junior English curriculum. 
WCTE: it’s how I stay fresh and relevant in our discipline.

WCTE’s affiliation with the National Council of Teachers of English not only makes us 
privy to Wisconsin’s state of the arts, but also to national issues as well. NCTE Executive Di-
rector, Kent Williamson, envisions collaboration with other disciplines to bring our members 
more than just our beloved Read, Write and Think. NCTE’s Washington satellite office assures 
that we language arts teachers have a voice in national education policy. See http://www.ncte.
org/action/advocacyday/calendar for how you can make a difference.

“Great teachers make a huge difference in students’ lives.” – Arne Duncan
What can we, WCTE, do to promote the Department of Education’s goal: attain 100 

percent high school graduation rates with those graduates, college and career ready? I sug-
gest we embrace our state’s RtI plans: moving from our traditional whole group instruction 
lesson plans to more assessment-driven, smaller group/individual instruction ones, a radical 
departure from the way we were taught and have taught. Technology must play a bigger role 
in this transformation. We must not listen to those who say this cannot be done. I continually 
remind myself, “What would I want a teacher to do for my own child?” To do this, we must, 
as Duncan suggests in The Atlantic, “get better faster than we ever have ... [with a] huge sense 
of urgency.”

This summer, I have one final chance as president to impact our organization before Jess 
Gallo begins her term this fall. Our board will gather for two days in Madison, July 26-27. You 
are welcome to join us on Thursday as we energize our District Directors to engage our mem-
bers at the local level more and as we continue through Friday planning for the upcoming year 
– and thanks to Donna and Lynn, we'll have no more tedious work on our completed by-laws! 
I’ve reserved rooms at state rates at the Lowell Center and look forward to seeing any WCTE 
member who wants to be in the know along with all board members and district directors from 
throughout our state there!

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you this year as your president.

FROm THE DESK OF yOUR pRESIDENT >> from Kathy Nelson

Oconomowoc High School students 
wore shirts to school Friday with 
the message "We love our teachers" 
after news that 15 teachers received 
layoff notices this week.
– this past week’s news from my local papers

Given:
Walker may control our working conditions;  but, he cannot control our attitude!

If you’re reading this, YOU get it. WCTE sup-
plies the support to maintain that positive attitude to 
not only survive but to thrive during these dark days. 
Those who attended our regional workshops or our 
March State Gathering know the power of collabora-
tion. When the going gets tough, feeding on the expe-
rience of sage mentors and the innovation of talented 
fellow English teachers recharges our attitudes and 
inspires our efforts in bringing our best to our teach-
ing. WCTE is “the wind beneath our wings.”

Kathy Nelson

http://www.ncte.org/action/advocacyday/calendar
http://www.ncte.org/action/advocacyday/calendar
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WCTE Fall Convention >> from Jess Gallo

There is no question that Wisconsin’s classrooms 
are diverse in terms of language, ability, race, culture, 
social class, and geographic location.  This diversity at 
once enriches our classrooms and pushes us to constantly 
expand our notions of what literacy looks like and how it 
will be used to ensure our students’ unique futures.  Like 
the students we teach, Wisconsin’s teachers of English 
and literacy are diverse too.  We all have a variety of 
perspectives and experiences, and we all have valuable 
knowledge about what literacy and diversity look like in 
our classrooms.  By reflecting on our own practices and 
sharing our expertise with one another, we nurture our 
collective commitment to the students we teach.

In this spirit of gathering to reflect on the literacy 
and diversity of our classrooms, the Wisconsin Council 
of Teachers of English invites you to submit a proposal 
for a convention presentation.  We welcome propos-
als from practicing and preservice teachers and teacher 
educators that speak to the convention theme of Literacy, 
Diversity, and Reflection.    

We also welcome proposals that: 
• Present techniques for quality literacy instruction
• Illustrate methods of helping our students under-

stand themselves as readers, writers, thinkers, and 
citizens

• Demonstrate successful strategies in literature, 
language study, writing,  speaking, and listening for 
today’s students 

• Share collaborative efforts across disciplines and 
grade levels

• Engage colleagues across all instructional levels 
in professional reflection and dialogue, perhaps by 
sharing original research

• Showcase innovative teaching of English, language 
arts, and speech at any grade level, in any setting 
where learning takes place.

 

 

Literacy, Diversity, 
and Reflection

Call for proposals
2012 WCTE Convention
madison, October 12, 2012

Submit proposals to: 
Jessica Gallo, 2012 program Chair, convention@wcteonline.org
proposals can also be submitted online at 
http://www.wcteonline.org/convention/ldr-program-proposal/
proposal deadline: June 1

mailto:http://www.wcteonline.org/convention/ldr-program-proposal/
http://www.wcteonline.org/convention/ldr-program-proposal/
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Sipe emphasizes struggling learners, writing instruction 
On Saturday, Becky Sipe started off the morning with 

an emphasis on the Common Core, struggling learners and 
writing instruction. 

"Give students an opportunity to fall in love with the 
text," she said.  With that in mind, we have to think about 
practices that work. Aiming for a balanced curriculum, 
teachers should have students writing in ways that reflect 
the Common Core Standards:

• write arguments to support claims
• write informative pieces
• write narratives
• produce clear, well-developed writing

Sipe suggested that teachers should use research-based prac-
tices that work. 

• The writing process needs time, ownership and community.
• Immerson and exploration in academic genres is important.  Go 

beyond books. Get them read-
ing magazines, for example.

• Teach strategies and skills with-
in the context of real writing.

• Give students the opportunity 
to pursue their own voice and 
interests in writing, for exam-
ple, personal essay about something they care about.

• Remember that language and skills are used for varying rhe-
torical purposes. For example, Bryant Gumbel and Jon Stew-
art both tell the news, but for different purposes.

CONTINUED from page 1

NAEp Reading Framework in 
Common Core introduction

Grade Literacy
Informational 

Text

4

8

12

50%

45%

30%

50%

55%

70%

Jago's clarification: The percentage of 
reading from informational texts does not 
refer to what is read in English class. This is 
what students are reading in all their classes 
combined.

Anna Madden from Greendale Middle School, 
Erin Schwane from New Berlin West High School, 
and Tom Scott, from UW-Milwaukee, visit at the 
Delafield Arts Center.

photos by Linda Barrington

Lynn April from Bonduel High School, John 
Pruitt from UW-Rock County, and Kathy Nel-
son from Arrowhead High School in Hartland, 
get a chance to talk after Friday's sessions. 
The wine, cheese and classical guitar social 
provided a relaxing atmosphere. 

John Zbikowski from UW-Whitewater 
gets a chance to meet Tamara Maxwell,  
the new DPI English Language Arts con-
sultant. Maxwell stepped into this new 
position at the end of January.

Friday evening social at Delafield Arts Center

GATHERING WRApUp 

Rebecca Sipe

“

“I was so stressed at school and then came 
here and found out that on the national level, 
everyone is going through this.    

      ~ Jackie Mabon, Badger HS, Lake Geneva

Rebecca Sipe is a professor at Eastern Michigan 
University where she is co-director of under-
grad studies for the English department.  She 
is also the co-director of the Eastern Michigan 
Writing Project.  She is chair of the Secondary 
Section for NCTE and active in the Conference 
for English Leadership. Her work led to a text 
book series, Strategies for Writers (Zaner-Blos-
er) for students in grades 1-8 and "They Still 
Can't Spell" (Heinemann).
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WCTE honors Sen. Kohl for supporting education

To honor Sen. Herb Kohl's work for education over the 
decades, WCTE president Kathy Nelson presented him 
with a copy of  Howard Gardner's "Truth, Beauty, and 
Goodness Reframed: Educating for the Virtues in the 
Twenty-First Century."

GATHERING WRApUp 

It is an honor to be here with 
you and so many wonderful people 
from all around our state who are 
committed to providing the best ed-
ucation to all our students especially 
in the area of English language arts.  

My parents always stressed to 
my siblings and me the importance 
of a good education.  They instilled 
in us the belief that education opens 
doors to the future, and they encour-
aged us to work hard in school, to go 
to college, and to never stop learning.

I know that I would not be 
where I am today if it weren’t for 
the support and guidance my parents 
and teachers provided me through 
those formative years.  

In my roles as businessman and 
as your Senator, I have faced many 
difficult decisions.  I have long been 
concerned about federal spending 
levels, but while I understand how 
important it is to balance the budget, 
the one area I’ve always felt we must 
continue to invest in is education.  

I believe that if we don’t make 
critical investments in our children, 
we’re only setting ourselves – and 
our economy – up for failure in the 
future.  Without a well educated and 
trained workforce, we will lag be-
hind in an increasingly competitive 
global economy.  We have a shared 
responsibility and obligation to do 
all we can to strengthen education. 

When it comes to preparing 
our young leaders, I don’ think any-
one does it better than Wisconsin’s 
teachers.  I have the utmost respect 
and admiration for what each and 
every one of you does for your stu-
dents, your schools, and your pro-
fession.  

You come together at gather-
ings like this to compare best prac-
tices, increase engagement at every 
level, and to improve literacy one 
student and one classroom at a time.  

Anytime I stand before educators, I 
am in awe of your impact and your 
reach. One of my favorite Presi-
dents, John F Kennedy, perhaps put 
it best when he said:

"Let us think of education as 
the means of developing our greatest 
abilities, because in each of us there 
is a private hope and dream which, 
fulfilled, can be translated into bene-
fit for everyone and greater strength 
of the nation." 

Like each of you, I work hard to 
support those hopes and dreams so 
that the benefit can be translated into 
something greater for our state and 
our nation. That’s why I have always 
pressed for smart investments in 
education throughout my career in 
the Senate. During that time, I have 
traveled all across our state and vis-
ited countless classrooms and school 
districts. I’ve seen your energy, en-
thusiasm and talent on display.  I’ve 
also seen some of the challenges in 
your day – yet, somehow teachers 
find a way to view such things as to-
morrow’s opportunities.  That’s just 
one example of what makes educa-
tors so special.  

In the nearly 24 years since I 
was first elected to the Senate, I have 
heard from thousands of students 
and teachers from across the state 
and the country. I have continued 
to be impressed by their hard work, 
motivation, and achievements.  One 
of the best and most gratifying 
things I ever did was establish the 
Kohl Educational Foundation, so 
we could acknowledge and support 
outstanding students, educators and 
schools.

And that is simply why I came 
here today:  to recognize and thank 
you, Wisconsin’s Council of English 
Teachers.  

School Board member and retired sci-
ence teacher  Al Zietlow welcomed 
WCTE teachers to Arrowhead High 
School and introduced Sen. Herb Kohl.

photos by Linda Barrington

After WCTE President Kathy Nelson thanked Sen. Herb Kohl for his work 
on behalf of education, she presented him with a copy of Howard Gardner's 
"Truth, Beauty, and Goodness Reframed: Educating for the Virtues in the 
Twenty-First Century." These are Sen. Kohl's remarks to the group.
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GATHERING WRApUp 

Comedy Sportz duo adds a little fun to learning
Teachers know improvisation. We do it ev-

ery day.  Which is why Comedy Sportz is so well 
suited for our classrooms.

Bob Orvis and Tim Higgins of the Milwau-
kee Comedy Sportz team closed out the Friday 
afternoon session of the Gathering with great 
examples of improv games to use with students. 

"Improvisation is good for kids, especially 
kids with special needs," Orvis said. The Dr. 
Know-It-All game can be a perfect warm-up for 
a test.  

Originating in Canada, Comedy Sportz 
teams crisscross the continent. Local teams have 
their own clubs for performances, but members 
also go out to schools to work with individual 
classes or perform for an all-school event. 

Check out their workshop and class sched-
ules at http://www.comedysportzmilwaukee.
com/main_page.html. 

photos by Linda Barrington

Kia Richmond volunteered to perform with Comedy 
Sportz comedianTim Higgins in what turned out to be 
a hilarious 20-word improv with each of them changing 
personalities (and accents) to match the words provided 
by the audience during the skit. 

Bob Orvis encourages 
teachers to get Comedy 
Sportz into their class-
rooms. The Milwaukee club 
has high school leagues for 
student competition. 

Break-out sessions feature local, regional presenters

From the new state summative 
assessment to plagiarism, to 
teaching reading through the-

ater – Saturday morning attendees 
had plenty of opportunities to learn, 
share ideas and contribute to the 
professional community.

WCTE is grateful to sponsor-
ship from Holt McDougal and Cen-
gage Learning.  Both publishers 
sent representatives with a display 
of teaching materials and books 
for English teachers and provided 
snacks and door prizes on both days. 

Kathy Galvin from the Wisconsin State Reading As-
sociation, and Tamara Maxwell, English Language Arts 
consultant at the Department of Public Instruction, 
teamed up to explain text complexity in preparating 
for the new state summative assessment.

Fritz Rauch, Homestead 
High School, explained 
how turnitin.com can 
help prevent plagiarism 
in English classes.

Jenny  Kostreva, the ed-
ucation director for the 
Milwaukee Repertory 
Theater. talked about 
using theater to teach 
reading comprehension.

Mary Sommers, from 
Cengage Learning, pre-
sented on Curriculum 
Solutions and White-
board Activities for Dig-
ital Literacy.

Kia Richmond from 
Northern Michigan Uni-
versity led a discussion 
about supervising teach-
ers' and student teach-
ers' relationships.

Erin Schwane from New 
Berlin West High School 
facilitated English Teach-
ers' Shop Talk, a round-
table discussion. 

http://www.comedysportzmilwaukee.com/main_page.html
http://www.comedysportzmilwaukee.com/main_page.html
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WCTE website improves functionality, appearance

Visitors to WCTEonline.org in the past 
five months probably have noticed 
several changes to the look and feel of 

the site. 
A new visual theme featuring the WCTE 

logo in full color, a new drop-down menu system 
for navigating the site, and a “Latest News” 
column are a few of the more obvious changes 
in the first substantial redesign of the site since 
1999.  A new search box and a changing front-
page image complete the modernized appearance.  

Bigger, though less obvious, changes af-
fect the way both administrators and end users 
interact with the site.  The WordPress blogging 
system now serves as the infrastructure, making 
it easy for users to leave comments and post an-
nouncements. 

Behind the scenes, this system removes the 
need for site administrators to know sophisticated 
software for page design or file transfer to be able 
to do routine maintenance, such as posting an-
nouncements and documents or revising calen-
dars, deadlines, and directories.  

The Gathering at Arrowhead was the first 
test of another new feature, the ability to accept 
payments online via PayPal.  Members can now 
use online forms to register for events or to join 
WCTE, without printing forms, addressing and 
mailing envelopes, or writing checks.     

Pages were transferred to WCTE’s own 
server from UW-Whitewater’s servers, where 
they had been housed since 1999. This makes a 
difference for anyone who may have bookmarked 
specific pages, because all pages at WCTEonline 
now have new URLs.  For example, the main 
page used to be housed at orgs.uww.edu/wcte/
index.html, but is now located at WCTEonline.
org/.  Users who click on their old favorites will 
be redirected to the front page of the new site.  

Those who have bookmarked the main page 
or to sub-pages such as Convention, Awards, 
or Officers should re-add those pages to their 
favorites.  One of the reasons for this move was 

to open the site up to editing potentially by any 
WCTE member, and not just someone working at 
a particular UW campus.  

Another was to free WCTE from legitimate 
restrictions on content that were part of being 
housed at a state-sponsored institution, a factor 
that became evident for the first time last spring 
when the WCTE board took a position on the 
budget bill.  

WCTE plans to continue expanding the 
functionality, content and interactivity of the site 
with blogs,  password-protected areas for mem-
bers only and a wide array of media. 

The website has become an essential point of 
contact and source of information for members, 
and it will continue to evolve along with other 
media and the organization itself.  

WCTE WEBSITE  >> from John Zbikowski

http://www.WCTEonline.org
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DpI ENGLISH NEWS >> from Tamara maxwell, DpI consultant

Overview shows progress in 'retooling' education

With the slowdown of the economy, we find major industries “retooling,” and the 
field of education is no different.  What Americans realized is that it could no 
longer sustain itself with business as usual. Banks could no longer offer subprime 

loans.  Auto companies could no longer build the same vehicles in the same way.  Citizens 
could no longer spend more than they made. And schools could no longer deliver a twentieth 
century education. In order to meet the shifting needs of our society, the education system 
has to “retool.”

In Wisconsin, State Superintendent Tony Evers accepted this challenge by creating a vi-
sion for Wisconsin’s students: every child a graduate, college and career ready. The first step 
in achieving this vision was adopting the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) for English Language 
Arts, Mathematics, and Literacy in all subjects. The CCSS are internationally benchmarked, and they 
increase specificity and rigor at each grade. Adopting the standards was the first (and easiest) step.

The 2010-11 school year began Phase 1 of implementing the CCSS, which focused 
on understanding the implications of and developing an awareness of statewide and 

nationwide efforts to unpack the CCSS. This was the year to conduct a “needs assessment” to plan for 
moving to a standards-based system. Districts evaluated their processes for curriculum development, 
worked to align CCSS with the Response to Intervention (RtI) initiative, identified accommodations 
for students based on universal design principles, and sought to understand the implications of CCSS 
on assessments, the SMARTER assessment consortium and the proposed system of assessments under 
SMARTER.

As the 2011-12 school year quickly comes to a close, we have an opportunity to reflect 
on where we are in the process of implementing CCSS, which will help in deciding 

where we need to go for the 2012-13 school year. Looking at the original timeline, this year was Phase 
2, which was designated to focus on curriculum. You probably found yourself working with colleagues 
within professional learning communities (PLC) to focus on aligning and selecting resources to imple-
ment changes in instruction, researching and aligning high quality instructional strategies to CCSS, and 
following the development of SMARTER consortium’s formative resources and benchmark and summa-
tive items.

As we begin the 2012-13 school year, we begin Phase 3, which is designated to focus 
on instruction and assessment. At this point, you should continue your work within your 

PLC around curriculum implementation. To determine a focus for your work, consider the instructional 
shifts necessary to implement the CCSS and use student data to make instructional decisions. It will be 
necessary to design methods for formative assessment and monitoring of progress in interventions, so 
you have data to make those decisions. Continue to follow the development of SMARTER’s formative, 
benchmark, and summative assessments, field test the summative test in 2013-14, and fully participate in 
SMARTER’s assessments in 2014-15. Using data from SMARTER’s assessments and your own district 
assessments, you will have robust data from which to make instructional decisions.

Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction (DPI) is doing its own “retooling.” To help support 
teachers with the instructional shifts necessary for teaching the CCSS, we are putting together instruc-
tional materials, which will be posted on the DPI Website at http://dpi.wi.gov/standards/ela-tchingandl-
rng.html.

As we move into Phase 3 of the implementation of CCSS, there is other relevant information on 
which to follow-up: RtI at http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/home.html; SMARTER’s assessments at 
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/sbac.html; educator effectiveness at http://dpi.wi.gov/tepdl/pdf/ee_report_prelim.
pdf.   

The CCSS themselves will not prepare students to graduate college and career ready. It will take 
all stakeholders working together to implement the CCSS with fidelity that will lead students to deeper 
learning. Now with the CCSS, we are all speaking the same language, and in doing so, we will be able to 
share vital information with each other that will help us “retool” to deliver a twenty-first century educa-
tion in order to meet the shifting needs of our society.

Phase 1 u

Phase 2 u

Phase 3 u

Tamara maxwell

http://dpi.wi.gov/standards/ela-tchingandlrng.html
http://www.wisconsinrticenter.org/home.html
http://dpi.wi.gov/oea/sbac.html
http://dpi.wi.gov/tepdl/pdf/ee_report_prelim.pdf
http://dpi.wi.gov/tepdl/pdf/ee_report_prelim.pdf
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31st ANNUAL UW READING RESEARCH SympOSIUm 

'Reclaiming Our Voices – Reforming the Argument'

Keynote Speakers:  
Dr. P. David Pearson, University of California–Berkeley
“Vocabulary: Teaching It, Assessing It, and Promoting It”
Dr. Linda Kucan, University of Pittsburgh & Dr. Janice Strop, Cardinal Stritch University
“Comprehension Through Discussion”  

Wisconsin English Language Arts Common Core Standards panel:
Discussion and Q&A on Wisconsin Common Core Standards
Doug Buehl, Professor, Edgewood College, Madison
Nancy Forseth, Instructional Services Director, CESA 10
Joyce Uglow, Principal, Dr. Edward G. Dyer School, Burlington, Wis. and  President, WSRA 
Deb Zarling, Reading Coordinator, Oshkosh Area School District 

Other Speakers:
Dr. Richard Beach, University of Minnesota
“Understanding How Digital Tools Engage Learners in Implementing the Common Core State Standards”
Dr. Patricia Enciso, The Ohio State University
“Bringing the Future Forward: The Critical Role of Literature and the Arts in Reading Education” 
Ms. Crystle Martin, University of Wisconsin-Madison, senior doctoral student
“Games & Literacy: Interest to Improvement”  - Please bring your laptops and/or tablets for full participation.

Campus Contacts for Graduate Courses:
Dr. Janice Strop  Cardinal Stritch  (414) 410-4487  EdL 715 2 cr. jjstrop@stritch.edu
         EdL 717 3 cr.
Dr. Sherry Macaul  & UW-Eau Claire  (715) 836-5735  ES 765 1 cr. macaulsl@uwec.edu
Dr. Sue McIntyre         mcintsr@uwec.edu
Dr. Dawnene D. Hassett UW-Madison  (608) 263-4666  CI 976 3 cr. ddhassett@wisc.edu
Dr. Ruth Short  UW-Milwaukee  (414) 229-4536 CURRINS 646 1-3 cr. rashort@uwm.edu
Dr. Michael P. Ford UW Oshkosh  (920) 424-7231  Rdg 715 2 cr. ford@uwosh.edu
Cindy Cate  UW-Stevens Point (715) 346-3638  ED 751 1 cr. cindy.cate@uwsp.edu
         ED 751 3 cr.
Dr. John M. Zbikowski UW-Whitewater  (262) 472-4860      Reading 775 3 cr. zbikowsj@uww.edu

Symposium only w/o credit:  $209.00 - Registration Fee  (includes instruction materials, refreshments and lunch both days, 
and Saturday continental breakfast)

Symposium information and online registration available soon at
http://www.uwec.edu/CE/programs/readingsymposium.htm

University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire - Continuing Education Julie Aminpour (715) 836-3636 or (866) 893-2423

The UW Reading Research Symposium pro-
vides a two-day forum for nationally known 
researchers to share their work with educa-

tors in the State of Wisconsin.  Typically attended 
by educators from across the state, the symposium 
provides a powerful professional development op-
portunity for those involved in the literacy education 
of Wisconsin’s youth.  

This program is designed for in-service educa-
tors involved in providing leadership in reading 
programs in a number of school and related settings.  
Additionally, participantss may enroll in the sympo-
sium for graduate credit(s). See information below.

When
June 22-23, 2012

Where 
Crowne Plaza Hotel - Madison, Wis. 

Hosted by
Wisconsin State Reading Association 
UW-Eau Claire
UW-System University Teaching
      Improvement Council
Audience
K-16 educators, reading specialists, 
graduate students in education

mailto:jjstrop@stritch.edu
mailto:macaulsl@uwec.edu
mailto:mcintsr@uwec.edu
mailto:ddhassett@wisc.edu
mailto:rashort@uwm.edu
mailto:ford@uwosh.edu
mailto:cindy.cate@uwsp.edu
mailto:zbikowsj@uww.edu
http://www.uwec.edu/CE/programs/readingsymposium.htm
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DEADLINE REmINDER FOR NCTE AWARDS 

Richard W. Halle Award for Outstanding middle Level Educator 
The Richard W. Halle Award for Outstanding Middle Level Educator, established in 1996,  honors a junior high/middle level 
educator who has worked to promote understanding of the developmental needs and characteristics of young adolescents, 
especially in the English language arts. The award hones Dick Halle for his dedication to middle level education. He was 
the first recipient and taught at Marshfield Junior High School here in Wisconsin. For this award, a middle level educator is 
defined as anyone who has worked to improve schools and schooling for the middle level—teacher, principal, college person, 
curriculum specialist, or supervisor—not necessarily a classroom teacher. 

Deadline for application is June 1. More information: http://www.ncte.org/awards/halle

NCTE media Literacy Award
The seventh annual NCTE Media Literacy Award will be presented at the NCTE Annual Convention in Las Vegas. Previ-
ous award winners are profiled at the following site: http://www.frankwbaker.com/ncte_assembly_of_media_literacy_award. 
Award-winners give some tips for your application. Note that the first winner was from Wisconsin, Jean Biebel at Wauwatosa 
East High School.

Deadline for submitting the application for the 2012 award is June 3. The award winner will be notified by the end of August 
and will receive a plaque along with a cash award of $2,000. More information: http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/media-
comm/medialitaward

Doublespeak Award
The NCTE Doublespeak Award, established in 1974 and given by the NCTE Public Language Award Committee, is an ironic 
tribute to public speakers who have perpetuated language that is grossly deceptive, evasive, euphemistic, confusing, or self-
centered.

The nominations deadline is Sept.15. Eligible nominations are those appearing or published between July 1, 2011, and June 
30, 2012. Send nominations to the NCTE Public Language Award Committee, c/o LindaWalters, NCTE, 1111 W. Kenyon 
Road, Urbana, IL 61801-1096; fax: 217-328-0977. More information: http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/
doublespeakaward

The George Orwell Award
The NCTE Orwell Award, established in 1975 and given by the NCTE Public Language Award Committee, recognizes writ-
ers who have made outstanding contributions to the critical analysis of public discourse.

The nominations deadline is Sept. 15. Eligible nominations are those appearing or published between July 1, 2011, and June 
30, 2012. Send nominations to the NCTE Public Language Award Committee, c/o LindaWalters, NCTE, 1111 W. Kenyon 
Road, Urbana, IL 61801-1096; fax: 217-328-0977. More information: http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/
orwellaward 

http://www.ncte.org/awards/halle
http://www.frankwbaker.com/ncte_assembly_of_media_literacy_award
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/mediacomm/medialitaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/mediacomm/medialitaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/doublespeakaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/doublespeakaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/orwellaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/orwellaward
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pUBLICATIONS >> from Jessica Gallo, assistant editor

The Wisconsin English Journal (WEJ) 
welcomes articles on all subjects related to 
teaching English in middle and high schools. 
For fall 2012, we have chosen the theme of 
Assessment. We invite 
authors to submit 
articles about new and 
exciting assessment 
possibilities, assess-
ment challenges that 
accompany changes 
to state and local policy, and tried and true 
methods of assessing students’ literacy devel-
opment.  Articles on other topics are welcome 
as well. The due date for the fall issue is Aug.1, 
2012.  The theme for the spring 2013 issue is 
Diversity: An Asset to Education and the due 
date is Feb. 1, 2013.  

We believe that the juried journal process 

that we have organized is vital to developing 
excellent articles for readers. We hope that all 
of you will be willing to be journal reviewers 
and help us support authors. Because we are 

a juried journal with 
each article receiving 
at least two anonymous 
reviews, the journal may 
hold more power for 
those concerned about 
the publication’s impact 

on their careers. To become a reviewer for 
Wisconsin English Journal, visit http://journals.
library.wisc.edu/index.php/wej and click on 
“Register.” 

Please consider submitting an article to the 
Wisconsin English Journal. We look forward to 
receiving and reviewing your texts.

Publication dates: Oct. 1 and April 1.

Editor
Mary Louise Gomez, 

UW-Madison 
Associate Editors

Catherine F. Compton-
Lilly, UW-Madison 

Dawnene Hassett, 
UW-Madison 

Melissa B. Schieble, 
Hunter College-City 
University of New York

Assistant Editors
Jessica Gallo, UW-Madison
Marci Glaus, UW-Madison

Editorial Board
Tamara Maxwell, 

Wisconsin DPI 
Lynn Frick, Sauk 

Prairie High School 
JoAnne M. Katzmarek, 

UW-Stevens Point 
Timothy U. Kaufman, 

UW-Green Bay 
Linda Tabers-Kwak, 
   UW-Green Bay 

Wisconsin English Journal invites writers, reviewers

To submit articles to the Wisconisn English 
Journal, log on to the website and follow the 
prompts. The deadline for submissions for the 
fall issue is Aug. 1, 2012.  

NCTE'S LITERACy EDUCATION ADVOCACy mONTH >> from John pruitt

Share your classroom experiences 
Last month was NCTE's Literacy Education Advocacy Monthy.  I'd like to invite you to take 
part now by sharing your classroom experiences and literacy education expertise. Please send 
your teaching or other ideas and practices to John Pruitt at john.pruitt@uwc.edu for inclusion 
on the WCTE web site and in future issues of Update. 

Catching up: 2011 WCTE awards
pEOpLE

WCTE generally celebrates the winners of WCTE awards at the annual fall convention.  This past fall 
the WCTE convention was canceled because of the NCTE annual convention being in Chicago just a 
few weeks after the WCTE convention would have been held.  Consequently, there was no celebration of 
award winners, or even an announcement. 

So, here are the results from 2011:

Nancy Hoefs memorial Award for Outstanding First-year Teacher:  There were no applicants.

Outstanding Student Teacher Awards: Katelyn Crabb and Lance Taylor

Wisconsin English Teacher of Excellence: There were no applicants.

Robert C. pooley Research Award: Lyyn Aprill, Bonduel High School

Jarvis E. Bush Award: Elizabeth Jorgensen, Arrowhead Union High School

John pruitt

mailto:jrgallo@wisc.edu
http://journals.library.wisc.edu/index.php/wej
http://journals.library.wisc.edu/index.php/wej
http://journals.library.wisc.edu/index.php/wej
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Wisconsin English Teachers’ Calendar of Events and Deadlines

July 26-27  WCTE Summer Board of Directors meeting at
      Kathy Nelson’s house and Arrowhead High School

August

SeptemberMay

June

July

Aug. 1       Deadline for Wisconsin English Journal submissions
                   for the Winter issue. To submit articles to the 
                   Wisconsin English Journal, log on to the website 
                  and follow the prompts

Sept. 14      Deadline for WCTE's Robert C. Pooley Foun-
                   dation Awards:  Robert C. Pooley Research
                    Award, Lucille S. Pooley Award (for creative
                   teaching) and Jarvis E. Bush Award (for sucess-
                   ful teaching of composition).  More Information: 
                   http://www.wcteonline.org/awards-and-grants/
                   robert-c-pooley-foundation-awards/

Sept. 15      Deadline for Doublespeak Award, an ironic 
                   tribute to public speakers who have perpetuated 
                   language that is grossly deceptive, evasive, euphe-
                   mistic, confusing, or self-centered.More inform-
                   ation: http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publi
                   clangcom/doublespeakaward

Sept. 15      Deadline for George Orwell Award, which reco-
                    gnizes writers who have made outstanding 
                   contributions to the critical analysis of public 
                   discourse. More information: http://www.ncte.org/
                   volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/orwellaward 

June 30      Mailing deadline for NCTE Program to Recognize
      Excellence in Student Literary Magazines (PRE-
      SLM). Submit to Kathy Nelson,  Arrowhead High 
      School   http://www.wcteonline.org/awards-
      and-grants/ncte-high-school-teacher-of-excellence-
      award/

October

June 1      Deadline for submissions for concurrent sessions 
                  for WCTE Fall convention, Oct. 12. Proposals can 
                  be submitted online at http://www.wcteonline.org/
                  convention/ldr-program-proposal/

June 1      Deadline for NCTE's Richard W. Halle Award for
                  Outstanding Middle Level Educator.  More infor-
                  mation:  http://www.ncte.org/awards/halle

June 3      Deadline for NCTE Media Literacy Award.  More 
                     information: http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/
                   groups/mediacomm/medialitaward

June 22-23 31st annual UW Reading Research Symposium at 
                  Crowne Plaza Hotel, Madison, Wis.  More informa-
                  tion: http://www.uwec.edu/CE/programs/reading
                  symposium.htm

Oct. 12        WCTE Fall convention in Madison. Theme:  
                   Literacy, Diversity, and Reflection.  

president
Katherine Nelson

1st Vice-president
Jessica Gallo

2nd Vice-president
Lynn Frick

Secretary
Karen Kelley-Rigoni

Treasurer
Tom Scott

Update Editor
Linda Barrington

WCTE Update  May 2012

http://journals.library.wisc.edu/index.php/wej
http://www.wcteonline.org/awards-and-grants/robert-c-pooley-foundation-awards/
http://www.wcteonline.org/awards-and-grants/robert-c-pooley-foundation-awards/
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/doublespeakaward
http://www.ncte.org/volunteer/groups/publiclangcom/doublespeakaward
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