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Connect with other WCTE members, 
board members and ELA teachers 
throughout the state on the fourth 

Monday of every month by logging into 
Twitter for our monthly #WCTEchat. 

How to strengthen our online presence 
and streamline our social media usage has 
been an ongoing conversation at WCTE 
board meetings for the past few years. With 
Twitter, we’ve found we’re able to engage 
our existing followers, reach potential 
followers and interact with leading ELA 
educators from across the country. It has now 
become our primary social media outlet and a 
way for us to communicate the latest WCTE 
news. Our Twitter account, @WCTEorg, 
currently has 201 followers, and generated 
an average of 455 impressions per day in the 
month of November. We hope to continue 
growing our followers and engage them in 
the discussions that are important to English 
teachers in our state. 

How to join the conversation
Follow us! If you have a Twitter 

account, all you need to do is search our 
handle, @WCTEorg, and follow us and the 
latest WCTE news and information will start 
showing up in your feed. We also try and 
share important news from the DPI, NCTE, 
other state affiliates, so you can keep up with 
what’s going on in our profession in our state 
and across the country. 

If you’re already following us, we 

encourage you to join us on the fourth 
Monday of every month for #WCTEchat. We 
will tweet between five and seven questions 
relating to each month’s topic. In November, 
we discussed the NCTE annual convention 
in St. Louis, Missouri, and December’s 
conversation will be centered around how to 
stay energized as we head into the holiday 
break. This month’s chat will take place 
on Monday, Dec. 18, instead of the fourth 
Monday because of the Christmas holiday. 

New to Twitter chats? It’s easy! Just 
search the hashtag (#WCTEchat) at 8 p.m. 
on the day of the chat and watch for the 
tweeted questions. You can then chime in 
with your response by replying to the tweeted 
question, or read through everyone else’s 
responses in the tweet thread. Interact with 
other participants by liking and replying to 
their responses. Even if you can’t make the 
live chat, you can search the hashtag the 
next time you’re on Twitter and follow the 
conversation. 

If you want to the latest from WCTE, 
follow @WCTEorg. Not only will you be 
able to keep up with monthly Twitter chats, 
we also live tweet important state happenings 
like our annual state convention, which will 
be held in Madison in 2018, and national 
events like NCTE’s annual convention, 
affiliate’s meeting, and the Conference on 
English Leadership where our officers are 
representing WCTE and our state.

CREDIT: ALLE CREATIVE

http://WCTEonline.org
https://www.facebook.com/Wisconsin-Council-of-Teachers-of-English-25770321651/?ref=br_tf
http://twitter.com/WCTEorg
http://www.facebook.com/wcte#!/pages/Wisconsin-Council-of-Teachers-of-English/25770321651?fref=ts
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT >> John Schad

“This year we will focus on continuing to 
develop a stronger, organized and more 
engaged board.”

Dear Fellow WCTE Members,
As WCTE begins the upcoming year, we will be concentrating on achieving six 

main goals to strengthen our internal organization in order to do a better job of serving 
English teachers around the state. This year, we will focus on continuing to develop 
a stronger, organized, and more engaged board. To do this, we will be following this 
strategic plan for the 2017-2018 term:

Objective Category Actions

Create a clear and focused 
description of each board 
member’s responsibilities in 
order to sustain long-term 
clarity of executive board 
procedures.

Executive 
Board 
Organization

• Generate a running monthly list of each board 
member’s responsibilities.

• Include executive board member descriptions 
from bylaws for each position. 

• Share with appropriate board member in order 
to create a specific list of procedures.

• Rectify and update any discrepancies of 
executive board descriptions listed in the WCTE 
bylaws

Include all board members in 
every relevant communication/ 
board decision in order to create 
more transparency and stronger 
board engagement. 

Board 
Engagement

• Generate an updated email list for all board 
members.

• Share all important communications with 
every board member.

Initiate and organize a working 
portfolio for incoming board 
members which will include all 
necessary organizational and 
board information to help guide 
and engage new/current WCTE 
board members.

Board 
Engagement 
and 
Organization

• Brainstorm necessary organizational and board 
information needed to guide incoming/current 
board members.

• Create an online and easily accessible working 
portfolio, which includes all necessary 
information in order to guide board members 
in successful implementation of appropriate 
procedures.  

Build an updated, shared 
team drive of important WCTE 
documents to give board 
members a better opportunity 
to access all important 
information in one, easily 
accessible location.

Board 
Organization

• Meet with board members to decide what 
information is needed for this new team drive.

• Create an organized version of all relevant 
online files in one, shared team drive.

Design and plan a working 
description for the newly 
approved WCTE Executive 
Director position to help guide 
future organizational decisions 
and convention planning.

Board 
Organization

• Modify and finalize the Executive Director 
position which was approved at the 2017 
WCTE Fall Board Meeting.

• Create timeline and process for hiring.

2017-2018
Focus: Internal Board Engagement and Organization

We look forward to making these improvements in order to serve you more 
effectively!

John Schad 
WCTE President
schadj@kohler.k12.wi.us
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Words Without Borders, with Sandra Kowalczyk
THURSDAY  WORKSHOP >> from John Schad,  WCTE President

FEEDBACK on the Thursday workshop
(Participants checked all that applied.)

Gave me new information  

I will be able to use the information

Activities were worthwhile

Enough chances to ask questions

Relevant  

I improved my own skills 

I needed more information   

Needed more variety in 
activities and interaction

19

16

15

12

10

7

4

3

Comments | Suggestions
• I was in awe of her resources! She shared so many unique 

opportunities for our students.
• Thank you for all your informative, creative suggestions, 

ideas, etc. Thanks.
• I especially love lesson plans we can take right back to 

school.
• Sandy was very passionate. I’m so excited that she is 

an educator in Wisconsin! It was neat to hear about 
something that local educators are doing.

• I would have liked more strategies for using the literature 
so I can take it and use it right away.

• I love world lit and this presentation gave me more 
resources to use.

• I did take away some useful info. A lot of the material 
seemed to be for younger grades.  

• This was a very inspiring presentation.  I am so glad I 
would be able to be part of it.  There are loads of relevant 
resources that I can use and great ideas to share with 
other teachers in my district. Thanks so much!

• I’m already sharing with my colleagues.
• I like the resources and ideas you had.
• Maybe have some other breakouts on Thursday if 

possible. 

One of the many challenges of being 
an English teacher is coming up with new 
ways to engage our students. Now, more 
than ever, our students are exposed to a 
large world of information at all times. 
In order to keep up with our students, 
it becomes very important to continue 
to constantly bring innovative ideas for 
teaching literacy into our classrooms. For 
the 2017 WCTE Convention Workshop, 
attendees were fortunate enough to have 
a world-renowned speaker presenting 
to inspire fresh ideas for teaching in 
Wisconsin classrooms. Not only has 
Sandra Kowalczyk been recognized 
here in the United States for her work 
in literacy, but has also been recognized 
around the world.

In this eye-opening workshop, 
attendees were asked what their classroom 
bookshelves said about them as teachers 
and were encouraged to reflect on how 
narrow their literature choices for their 
classrooms might be. Sandra used her visits to over 60 
countries around the world to expose attendees to many 
different foreign-language works and resources that could be 
used in our classrooms to create more diversity when it comes 
to the topics we teach. She challenged the audience to become 
world readers in order to expose our students to different 
cultures and create a classroom of learners with a greater 
understanding of the ever-changing world. 

“Becoming a world reader begins with developing 

a deeper awareness of the world at 
large,” Sandra said.  “Young people will 
undoubtedly need guidance in navigating 
unfamiliar waters of texts while reading 
books with settings in locales from 
Azerbaijan to Zimbabwe.” 

Not only did Sandra focus on a wider 
view when it comes to the literature we 
teach in our classrooms, but also shared 
how she uses artifacts from different 
cultures to give her students the prior 
knowledge needed for the understanding 
of unfamiliar texts. She stated, “One 
way I bring home cultural backdrops of 
books set in locales around the world is 
by creating book suitcases [small boxes 
filled with artifacts] with readers. Objects, 
maps, and photographs are paired with 
book excerpts to provide practice in 
close reading, evoke the five senses, and 
build background knowledge needed for 
increased reading comprehension.”

As attendees reflected on all of 
these new ideas, they could not help but be inspired to try 
some different genres of literature in their classrooms. This 
workshop gave teachers applicable ideas which could be 
easily accessed in order to create a classroom full of stronger 
readers, writers, and global citizens in this ever-changing 
world of interconnected people of all cultures. 

Please join us at WCTE’s 2018 Annual Convention, 
featuring Chris Lehman, to continue your development as a 
strong teacher of literacy in the state of Wisconsin!

Sandra Kowalczyk displays numerous 
artifacts from around the world which 
she uses in class.
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Friday features: keynote, sessions, awards
STATE CONVENTION >> from Holly Caudill,  District 9 director

This year’s keynote, Sandra Kowalczyk, brought a world 
of experience to this year’s conference attendees. Kowalc-
zyk’s work has awarded her with several distinguished titles 
including Wisconsin 2009 Middle School Teacher of the Year 
and National Council of Teachers of English 2015 Outstand-
ing Middle Level Educator. Her dedication and enthusiasm 
inspired audience members to explore and implement world 
literature in their own classrooms. 

Along with stories and images from her travels, Kowal-
czyk explained how integrating literature into an experience 
for students can increase engagement and literacy skills. The 
list of resources can be found in the session handouts folder 
on the WCTE website. Her approach to teaching literature 
includes art, music, technology  — which students document 
in their literary “passport” assignments.  She shared wonderful 
resources, as well as reading lists, to help teachers implement 
global literature into their classrooms. 

Another presenter, Jackie England, discussed how to 
incorporate Google Tour Builder into her literature class that 
would integrate well with Kowalczyk’s global literature units. 

Other presenters also brought a wealth of knowledge to 
share with attendees. Some topics included Shakespeare, po-
etry, technology, visual literacy, student-led discussions, just to 
name a few.  The lineup this year was amazing, and there was 
something for everyone. 

Heidi Edwards and Elizabeth Logan-Hay presented a 
session titled, “How to Facilitate Difficult Discussions in the 
Classroom.” The presentation focused on their co-teaching 
experience in the high school classroom and how they ap-
proached conversations about racism.The presentation also 
highlighted how to facilitate productive, yet difficult discus-
sions about religion, sexual identity, politics, immigration and 
sexism. It was a beneficial, enlightening presentation that fos-
tered productive discussion among the group.

Another interesting session was Kelly Thompson’s “En-
gaging Practices in Writing Instruction.” The focus highlighted 
the relationship between social learning, student choice and 
authentic purpose and audience. Along with her curriculum 
position at DC Everest High School, Thompson also teaches 
AP Language and Composition. Her experience has taught her 
about student engagement and what works in the classroom. 
All too often, our writing assignments only offer one audience 
to students: us. Thompson encouraged all writing teachers to 
look beyond the walls of the classroom and allow students to 
publish their work. She also stressed the importance of choice. 
Her ideas were supported by current research that she also 
linked in her presentation. If you didn’t get a chance to see her, 
check out her presentation in the shared folder: https://drive.
google.com/open?id=0B6kYSu0TC8madW5OT1VMUmp6Q
VE

     Along with the sessions, the yearly WCTE teaching awards presentation was another high-
light of the conference. Outstanding Student Teacher of the Year and Nancy Hoefs Memorial Award 
for First Year Teacher award winners are pictured in the photo at the right. The Lee Burris Intellec-
tual Freedom Award winners are featured on the next page.  

Overall, the 2017 WCTE Conference was a huge success, and we look forward to seeing you 
next October in Madison!

Teacher Awards went to Breanna Hanson and  Anna Tempus (both 
recipients of the Nancy Hoefs Memorial Award for Outstanding First Year 
Teacher), and Chelsey Gruetzmacher (recipient of the Outstanding Student 
Teacher of the Year Award).                                                      Photo by Holly Caudill

Sandra Kowalczyk presented the keynote on Friday morning as well as 
the Thursday afternoon workshop.                                     Photo by Holly Caudill

https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6kYSu0TC8madW5OT1VMUmp6QVE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6kYSu0TC8madW5OT1VMUmp6QVE
https://drive.google.com/open?id=0B6kYSu0TC8madW5OT1VMUmp6QVE
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Lee Burress Intellectual Freedom Award presented
At each annual convention, WCTE honors 

someone with the Lee Burress Intellectual Freedom 
Award.  As the crowd gathered to applaud all of this 
year’s WCTE award winners, no one expected the kind 
of emotion they witnessed when it came to awarding 
the Lee Burress Intellectual Freedom Award. English 
teacher Lynn Frick nominated two administrators 
and a librarian from Sauk Prarie for their defense of 
the reading of The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-
Time Indian by Sherman Alexie within this teacher’s 
classroom during the 2016-2017 school year. As Lynn 
talked about how proud she was to work in a district 
with such strong leadership and support, tears began to 
well in her eyes. 

But this was only the beginning —  after her 
speech, the tables turned to surprise everyone: the same 
group whom Lynn Frick had nominated also nominated 
her for this award. As she listened to her administrators 
talk about her courageous fight to protect intellectual 
freedom in her school, it was clear that there was a 
great deal of mutual respect for all educators involved 
in this battle. The audience could not help but feel the 
strong emotions that all four award recipients felt for 
each other. It was another amazing moment at this 
year’s WCTE convention which people will definitely 
not soon forget. 

Congratulations to all four of these deserving recipients! Please continue to help recognize educators who 
are fighting to protect intellectual freedom in our schools by nominating deserving candidates for this award.

AWARDS >> from John Schad,  WCTE President

Jeff Wright, Lynn Frick, Chad Harnish and Lynn Evarts from Sauk Prairie High 
School are honored with the 2017 Lee Burress Intellectual Freedom Award for 
their defense of the reading of  The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-time Indian by 
Sherman Alexie.                                             Photo by John Schad

ADVERTISEMENT

Lights, Camera… Action! 
Do you work with students to make movies? Would 
you be interested in an interscholastic opportunity 
for students to showcase their work? This spring, 
WHSFA is planning a new Film Festival to debut in 
the 2018-19 school year, which will be open to 
middle and high school students!

Forensic Speech Season Ahead 
Students cultivate understanding of the artistry of 
language when performing poetry. They internalize 
nuance of narrative when cultivating characterizations 
in prose and dramatic literature. They research, 
synthesize, and raise awareness and advocate when 
delivering original speeches. They do this all in a 
supportive, academic atmosphere of trained 
evaluators who provide outside perspective and 
assessment of their work, which in turn, they use to 
improve and master their communication skills. 
WHSFA Speech festival judges do not rank students 
comparatively; rather, they rate students on individual 
merit, in the same manner as solo/ensemble music 
contests. This enhances students’ college and career 
readiness, while building their confidence all around! 

Building confidence since 1895.
Listen. Interpret. Speak.
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S P E E C H

  HIGH  SCHOOL

FORENSIC ASSOCIATION

WHS
AF

Middle Level Speech 
Pre-adolescents are willing to try different activities, 
and often lack the inhibitions that foster fear and 
stage fright in their high school-age counterparts. 
Students in grades 6-8 are prime for learning what 
forensic Speech has to offer, from performance of 
literature contest categories to public speaking. 
WHSFA offers two progressive festival levels, where 
students are evaluated on their own merit, and 
always earn an award for their efforts.

www.whsfa.org
office@whsfa.org

(920) 710-1895

WHSFA December Update

Learn more at www.whsfa.org.Learn more at www.whsfa.org.

http://www.whsfa.org
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NCTE CONVENTION >> from Marianne Potter,  WCTE past president

Sessions include authors, experts who inspire
“Mrs. Potter, why are you going to be gone Thursday and 

Friday?” An important question for today’s high stakes’ teacher to 
be able to address. My answer was simple “To learn how to be a 
better teacher.” Of course, as I was frantically preparing lesson plans, 
packing, and hoping the snow would hold off, I was thinking the 
same thing, “Why?”

Luckily, I did not succumb to my fears and traveled to the 
NCTE Annual Convention in St. Louis, Missouri. As I attended the 
Secondary Section Meet-up on Thursday evening, I saw a fellow 
educator from Illinois. Although we are Facebook friends, I had not 
seen her since we attended a weeklong workshop on Asian literature 
and culture at the University of Indiana several years ago. We 
attended sessions, shared ideas, and ate together. This is a definite 
benefit of belonging to NCTE and WCTE.  

During the four days, I was able to hear multiple authors of 
Young Adult (YA) literature.  Without fail each one told of a teacher 
or mentor who was an inspiration. Laurie Halse Anderson, author 
of Speak and Twisted, shared her story and told those in attendance 
how important teachers are even to the students who are not “ideal” 
students. Jacqueline Woodson, author of Brown Girl Dreaming and 
Another Brooklyn, shared her story and inspirations. “Everybody has 
a story and the right to tell it.” was her message.  Daniel Jose Older, 
author of Shadowshaper, told us that “Teachers are magic.” Gareth 
Hinds, a graphic novelist of The Odyssey and Fahrenheit 451, helped 
us understand how he develops a work into a graphic novel. He 
also enlisted two educators who used graphic novels to inspire their 
students. One teacher’s AP students shared how Hind’s Shakespeare 
graphic novels allowed them to understand the works at a different 
level.  

Selecting sessions was truly a challenge because each time 
slot had a minimum of 20 offerings. I learned from every session 
that I attended.  Qualified presenters shared their expertise on a 
plethora of subjects.  Angela Gibson, MLA Director of Scholarly 
Communication, shared the reasons behind the development of MLA 
8 and how to help our students understand citations. Members of the 
Folger Shakespeare Library gave techniques to teach Macbeth by 
having attendees participate in the lessons. Berit Gordon explained 
how choice books can increase students’ love of reading while 
improving reading stamina and raising reading levels. Unfortunately 
there was not enough time to attend all the sessions, visit the 
exhibitors, and collaborate with fellow teachers in attendance.

One of the highlights was  the Affiliates Breakfast on Sunday 
morning. Kelly Seefeldt and I were lucky enough to accept WCTE’s 
journal and newsletter awards. We also were able to pay tribute to 
Millie Davis, NCTE Intellectual Freedom Award Center Director, 
who will be retiring in 2018. A key member of the NCTE staff, Millie 
has inspired teachers and shared her expertise for more than 28 years.  

Returning to the “real” world, I realized that the NCTE 
Convention gave me the opportunity to remember why I entered the 
profession. Immersed in the day to day tasks of grading, planning, 
collaborating, and hopefully inspiring, the job of teaching can get 
lost. As I told my students before leaving, I was going to become a 
better teacher and I believe I returned with a renewed passion and 
ideas to fulfill this goal.

Daniel Jose Older, author of Shadowshaper
Photos by  Marianne Potter

Gareth Hinds, graphic artist, with some of his sketches
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CEL CONVENTION >> from Kelly Seefeldt,  First Vice-President

First-time attendee finds CEL is more than a conference
As my very first NCTE 

convention came to a close, 
I was already overwhelmed 
with ideas for my classroom, 
things I wanted to share with 
my colleagues, and of course 
more books that would fit in 
my suitcase. But it wasn’t yet 
time to go home. I attended 
the Conference on English 
Leadership which came directly 
on the heels of NCTE in St. 
Louis, and I’m so glad I did. 

The Conference on English 
Leadership, commonly known as 
CEL, is a small conference focused on all levels of leadership 
in language arts education. It takes place from Sunday 
afternoon through Monday afternoon, immediately following 
the larger, more overwhelming, NCTE annual convention, and 
offers high-quality professional development in an intimate 
setting. This year, there were three special topic strands, and 
four to six breakout session options related to professional 
development, instruction and leadership. There is something to 
be said for the wide variety of breakout session topics available 
at a convention the size of NCTE; however, after three days of 
trying to decide between 20 different breakouts each session, I 
was relieved by the smaller number of choices. All the sessions 
centered around the conference theme: Literacy Leadership for 
Access and Opportunity. 

At one breakout session, Cathy Fleischer, former high 
school English teacher and current college professor of 
English education at Eastern Michigan University, offered up 
a toolbox of resources and frameworks that allow teachers to 
become everyday advocates for themselves and their students. 
Her work can be found at everydayadvocacy.org. During this 
session, I collaborated with a first-year teacher and a 10-year 
veteran about the inequality we were seeing in our schools, 
and we helped each other formulate plans for how we begin to 
enact change when we returned to our districts. 

At another session, a panel of teachers, lawyers and 
representatives from NCTE’s Intellectual Freedom Center 
discussed the issues teachers around the country are facing 
with censorship, and how to be prepared when a book is 
challenged in your classroom, your department or your district. 
The panel even had time to discuss our individual experiences 
with censorship and text-selection policies, and share samples 
of policies, challenge defenses and book rationales. 

In addition to the breakouts, CEL also offered general 
session speakers who were inspiring and engaging. John 
Krownapple discussed the importance of equity and access for 
our students by asking the audience: “Why are we focused on 
moving toward equity?” “How will we get there?” and “What 
can we do every day?” In the closing session, Cornelius Minor 
of the Teachers College Reading and Writing Project reminded 

us that we cannot defeat a dragon if we aren’t willing to look 
at it, and that educators should be striving for inclusivity over 
diversity because while diversity is a variety of people, all 
with different and sometimes opposing values, are seated at 
the same table, inclusivity means the values of everyone at the 
table evolve as new voices take a seat. Both of these speakers 
showed me a new way to look at the opportunities we offer our 
students, and I left their presentations inspired. 

Overall, the fact that CEL is a relatively small conference 
is an enormous benefit to attendees. There was ample time built 
into the conference for networking, frequently involving food 
and refreshments. The conversations I had with other English 
education leaders not only helped me collect ideas and advice 
from professionals throughout the country who had been in 
my shoes and overcome the same obstacles I’m faced with, 
but also hear about the issues I struggled with from another 
angle, such as that of a curriculum director or literacy coach. 
Together, we discussed the problems facing our students and 
our teachers, and shared what has worked in our departments, 
our buildings, our districts and our states. In addition to the 
resources I collected from the break presenters and speakers, 
I came away from the conference with a community of ELA 
leaders stationed throughout the country, whom I can keep 
coming back to for fresh ideas and professional development 
via online communications until we meet again at next year’s 
conference in Houston, Texas.

CEL is much more than a conference; it’s really more 
of an professional organization or network. I attended CEL 
because I was chosen to participate in the Emerging Leaders 
Fellowship, for which I became a CEL member. I will admit, 
at first I was confused by the 
thought of becoming a member of 
a conference, but I was impressed 
by the low cost of membership and 
the benefits for members including 
a subscription to the quarterly 
publication and discounted 
conference registration. I was also 
impressed that the conference 
chair, Heather Rocco, spent more 
than fifteen minutes at our table of 
first-time attendees gathering our 
opinions on CEL’s forthcoming 
efforts to rebrand itself as more 
than an annual conference. This 
showed that CEL, like its parent organization NCTE, is 
committed to serving its members’ needs, even if that means 
putting in the work to change themselves. 

You can find more information about next year’s 
conference and becoming a CEL member at ncte.org/cel, and 
I’d highly recommend this to anyone in our profession, even 
if you don’t officially hold the title of a leadership position. I 
hope to see some fellow Wisconsinites representing our state at 
CEL 2018 in Texas. 

Kelly Seefeldt

Heather Rocco

http://everydayadvocacy.org
http://ncte.org/cel
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DPI ENGLISH NEWS >> Marci Glaus, DPI

What You Need to Know
People really enjoy reading about the things they want to know about.  Just like our 

students, we're not as motivated to dig into those articles that tell us what we need to know, 
even when they cover information that we should know.

That's where we English teachers in Wisconsin are in luck. Our DPI liaison in Madison is 
right at the epicenter of education initiatives, education legislation and education policy.  Even 
better, she lets us know how these affect us in our classrooms and our professional lives.

You can reach Marci at marci.glaus@dpi.wi.gov.

i

i Literacy Updates
Marci Glaus, DPI

Wisconsin Writes: For the 2017/18 school year, the series will 
feature student writers from across the state. So far, you can 
see Aster Anderson, a 4th grade student; Cooper Sarbacker, an 
8th grade student; Holly Zufelt, a 7th grade student; and Jonas 
Keeler, a senior in high school. Students share their writing 
process and answer interview questions just like the professional 
authors! Find their videos here: https://dpi.wi.gov/wisconsin-
writes. 

i

• You can find the most up to date information from the DPI 
Teacher Education and Professional Development website: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/tepdl/news, including current emergency 
rules. 

• The legislature did approve lifetime licensure for educators. 
If you currently have a professional or master educator 
teaching license, it automatically becomes a lifetime license. 
If you have a current initial educator license, you will be 
issued a 3-year provisional license, after which, you may 
apply for the lifetime license. 

• Educators must submit a background check every five years.
• Professional Development Plans (PDP) are no longer 

required. 

Teacher Education, 
Professional 
Development &
Licensing

i

Wisconsin’s plan was submitted to the United States Department 
of Education on September 18th. You can find the plan here: 
https://dpi.wi.gov/esea. 

Wis. Implementation 
of ESSA

(Reauthorization of ESEA: Every Student 
Succeeds Act)

i Special Education
The Special Education Team has updated their website. 
The following link provides information and resources 
on current special education programs and initiatives 
along with guidance for implementing criteria for specific 
learning disability programming for students:  http://dpi.
wi.gov/sped  

Academic Standardsi
DPI has begun a rotation of reviewing and revising 
academic standards. To see which academic standards are 
currently under review and the proposed changes to those 
standards, visit https://dpi.wi.gov/standards. 

i Bilingual/ESL Program
Access http://dpi.wi.gov/english-learners  for information 
regarding effective practices and resources for working with 
English Language Learners. 

For up-to-date information, resources, and helpful instructional 
ideas and resources, join our communities!
• Join DPI ELA Google+ Community: http://bit.ly/1S7vUrL
• Follow WI DPI Literacy Twitter: https://twitter.com/

WisDPILit
• Join the Listserv: englishk16@lists.dpi.wi.gov 

i English/Language 
Arts Modes of 
Communication

mailto:marci.glaus@dpi.wi.gov
https://dpi.wi.gov/wisconsin-writes
https://dpi.wi.gov/wisconsin-writes
https://dpi.wi.gov/esea
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped
http://dpi.wi.gov/sped
https://dpi.wi.gov/standards
http://dpi.wi.gov/english-learners
http://bit.ly/1S7vUrL
https://twitter.com/WisDPILit
https://twitter.com/WisDPILit
mailto:englishk16@lists.dpi.wi.gov
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Wisconsin Writes focuses on student writing
Wisconsin Writes is a series created and produced 

through with Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. 
It began as a way to showcase professional authors’ writing 
processes in real time in order to examine writing as a 
complex, recursive, and often messy process. Since 2015, 
Wisconsin Writes has welcomed more than 20 professional 
writers from New York Times bestsellers to newspaper 
reporters, to the “Last Known River Rat.” Viewers can 
watch each author working through part of a writing 
process. Whether it is starting with a brand new idea or 
revising a final draft, authors write and talk through what 
they are doing as writers. Each author also participated in 
an interview video to share ideas related to technology, 
feedback, and writing advice. 

For the 2017-18 school year, Wisconsin Writes is 
focusing on students from across the state. They participate in the same way the professional authors, by 
doing some writing, talking out loud about it in real time, highlighting what it sounds like to be in young 
writers’ heads as they work. So far, students from grades 4, 7, 8, 9, and 12 are featured, with many more to 
come!

You can access Wisconsin Writes through the following link: https://dpi.wi.gov/wisconsin-writes. 
Each author or student has his/her own story page where viewers can find their writing process video and 
interview video. 

There is a short overview/promotional video highlighting the series: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?time_continue=1&v=rjR7RdFBOMM 

Some English/language arts educators have been using Wisconsin Writes in their classrooms as a 
teaching tool, based on task, purpose, and audience. 

DPI WRITING PROCESS SHOWCASE >> Marci Glaus, DPI

https://dpi.wi.gov/wisconsin-writes
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=rjR7RdFBOMM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=rjR7RdFBOMM 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=1&v=rjR7RdFBOMM


Page 10

PUBLICATIONS >> John Pruitt, WEJ editor

Call for submissions for Wisconsin English Journal
Announcing our new website:  https://wejournal.wordpress.com/

FIRST, AN ANNOUNCEMENT:  
drumroll

Wisconsin English Journal was 
presented with a 2017 Affiliate Journal 
Award at this year’s NCTE convention, 
and I’d like to thank all of our authors, 
readers, reviewers, and the editorial 
advisory board for this recognition!

Second, WEJ has a new home 
at wejournal.wordpress.com, which 
represents a significant transformation 
of WCTE’s periodical, and we invite 
your direct participation. The new 
WEJ offers expansive and interactive 
features for both for readers and writers 
now given the opportunity to improve 
communication, inclusiveness, and 
connectedness.

To keep pace with the evolving 
landscape of our professions, WEJ 
must effectively mirror the needs and 
preferences of the organization and 
show current and prospective members 
of WCTE that they will have much to 
gain by reading, contributing to, and 
interacting with the journal.

In order to complete this 
transformation effectively, we turn to 
readers to communicate and continue 
the conversations begun by the writers. 
Therefore, each publication in WEJ will 
include a comment function that will 
animate and reveal the organic nature 
not only of the journal itself, but also 

of various pedagogies and classroom 
practices. We encourage our readers 
to express interest, offer suggestions 
for application, disagree with major 
premises while offering emendations, 
and indicating that the piece has been 
used with results that can be measured 
and shared.

We need you to do this! Welcome 
to the new Wisconsin English Journal!

AND NOW THE CALL FOR 
PAPERS:

Wisconsin English Journal 
welcomes all types of writing related 
to the teaching of English at any grade 
level that foregrounds classroom 
practice contextualized in sound 
research, thus showing real students 
and instructors engaged in authentic 
teaching and learning.

The Spring 2018 issue would also 
like to showcase approaches to teaching 
English in alternative, charter, magnet, 
and virtual schools. We welcome 
personal narratives, lesson plans, critical 
reflections on teaching, vignettes from 
the classroom, anything you’d like to 
share with a broader readership.

See our website at wejournal.
wordpress.com for submission details!

Submit all writing to the editor, 
John Pruitt, at wi.english.journal@
gmail.com. 

Editor
John Pruitt

UW-Rock County 
Assistant Editors

Jieun Kim
UW-Madison

Gretchen McClain
UW-Madison

Editorial Board
Heather Carroll

UW-Waukesha
David Freitag

Greendale High School
Lynn Frick

Sauk Prairie High School
Beth Godbee

Marquette University
Bailey Herrmann

UW-Oshkosh
Wendy Kropid

UW-Superior
Kristine Lize

Cardinal Stritch University
Donna Pasternak

UW-Milwaukee

ED
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Wisconsin English Journal 
now has a Facebook page
Please take time to like/follow it and 
encourage your colleagues to do so 
as well:  https://www.facebook.com/
wisconsinenglishjournal/

https://wejournal.wordpress.com/
https://wejournal.wordpress.com/
https://wejournal.wordpress.com/
mailto:wi.english.journal@gmail.com
mailto:wi.english.journal@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/wisconsinenglishjournal/
https://www.facebook.com/wisconsinenglishjournal/
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WCTE BOARD MEMBER PROFILE

Meet District 4 director, Brad Bryan

It humbles me to serve as one of your District 4 Directors. I am also currently 
serving as the Award Coordinator for WCTE, although I am not certain what 
that precisely means. Being new to that position means any award-centered 

flubs should, and ought to, land squarely on my back. 
I joined WCTE after attending the 2016 Fall Conference. It was a formative 

experience for me. Never before had I the opportunity to meet with and learn 
from so many great teachers in such a short span of time. More than a year later, I 
still use lessons I took from each of those sessions. I recall getting home from the 
conference feeling as though I had just been to the hardware store: so many news 
tools, so many new projects, I hardly knew where to begin. Such a powerful expe-
rience instilled in me the desire to help make such awakenings possible for others. 

I am person of humble beginnings and one whose middles and endings are al-
most certain to be equally humble. I am a second-career educator, having spent the 
first decade of my professional career in print journalism, working for newspapers 
and magazines in western Wisconsin. I currently teach junior and senior English at 
Tomah High School, and I am working toward earning my Reading 316 license. 

Growing up miles from other playmates, I turned to books at an early age. 
Despite a brief hiatus from reading in grades 6-8 — so that I could focus 
more intently on displeasing adults around me — I have always been an 
avid reader. I majored in English at UW-Eau Claire and I have read 
my share of our language’s rusty canon. Since that time, I have made 
deep forays in the bulky tomes, which are the bailiwick of the Eng-
lish major. However, since I began working toward the Reading 316, 
I have re-discovered the joy of reading for fun. These days, my stu-
dents and I read the same books. It gives us so much more to talk about.

I look forward to working with many of you in the months and years to 
come. 

Brad Bryan
Tomah High School
bradbryan@tomah.k12.wi.us

Contact Info

District 4

Tomah

WINTER ADVISERS SEMINAR
with Lori Keekley, Journalism Teacher of the Year

FOCUS: 
Empowerment of Student Voices
SESSIONS: 

Press Law
Handling Controversial  Issues
Leadership
Coaching

DATES: March 2-3, 2018
All day Friday and Saturday morning

LOCATION: Lakelawn Resort, Delavan

REGISTRATION / DETAILS: 

KEMPAjournalism.org
Sponsored by the Kettle Moraine Press 
Association

ADVERTISEMENT

mailto:bradbryan@tomah.k12.wi.us
https://kempajournalism.org/7028/conferences/winter-advisers-seminar-2018/
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STUDENT POETRY CONTEST >>  Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets

Winning poems will be published in the 2019 Wisconsin Poets’ Calendar
• Contest is open to any Wisconsin student in grades 6 to 12
• Junior division (grades 6-8) / Senior division (grades 9-12)

Prizes in each division:
1st prize of $75
2nd prize of $50
3rd prize of $25

No entry fee!
Entry deadline: Saturday, Jan. 13, 2018 
(email or postmark date)

More information or questions:  
adambrevard@gmail.com

Rules for Submission
Students may enter ONE poem, which must be the student’s 
own work. Maximum length: 24 lines (which includes 
stanza breaks, but not the title). Line length 60-character 
limit, including spaces and indents. Plagiarized poems, 
longer poems or multiple entries will not be accepted. 
POEMS CO-AUTHORED BY MORE THAN ONE 
STUDENT WILL BE DISQUALIFIED. Students need to 
be attending a school (or be home-schooled) in Wisconsin.

A student’s previously-published poem or their poem that 
has won an award (except this contest) is still eligible. 
Include publication or award information.

E-mail submissions are preferred and strongly 
encouraged. 
In the subject line, write: WFOP Contest and your Last 
name and First name. For example: WFOP contest - 
SmithJoan.
• Send the poem as an attachment: .doc, .docx or .pdf are 

best. 
• Use your name (just like the subject line) for the 

attachment. For example, name your document: 
“SmithJoan.doc”. 

• The document must contain only your poem and its title. 
• Do not put your name or any other information in the 

document.
• In the body of the e-mail please include all information 

requested in sections A, B, and C.

Postal submissions: 
• Submit two copies of the poem, printed on white 8.5 x 

11 inch paper in a plain 12-point font. 
• Do not add graphics or decorations. 
• On both poem copies: POEM AND TITLE ONLY—no 

author’s name or initials. 
• On a separate page, submit the following information:

A: The student’s name, home address, e-mail address if 
available, telephone number, 
student’s current grade in school, and the title of the poem.
B: The teacher’s name, e-mail address if available, the 
school’s name, school’s complete mailing address, and 
school phone number (home-schoolers: indicate home-
school association, if applicable).
C: Important! At the bottom, include the following 
statement: “This is my original work” followed by the
student’s signature (for postal submission) or the student’s 
name typed (for e-mail submissions).

NO POEMS WILL BE RETURNED. KEEP A COPY 
OF YOUR POEM FOR YOUR OWN RECORDS.
Winners will be notified and posted online.     
Email entries to: adambrevard@gmail.com
Snail-mail entries to: 
Lewis Bosworth
Attn: WFOP Student Contest
2829 Barlow Street 
Madison, WI 53705-3621

Students in grades 6-12 can submit their best poem 

Sponsored by the Wisconsin Fellowship of Poets

WFOP is a non-profit group that promotes poetry in Wisconsin

mailto:adambrevard@gmail.com
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Man Alive!
by Mary Kay Zuravleff

A warm, funny, and profoundly original novel about 
a family dealing with disaster, from a rising literary 
star. All it takes is a quarter to change pediatric 
psychiatrist Dr. Owen Lerner’s life. When the coin he’s 
feeding into a parking meter is struck by lightning, 
Lerner survives, except that now all he wants to do 
is barbecue. What will happen to his patients, who 
rely on him to make sense of their world? More 

important, what will happen to his family? The bolt of lightning that lifts Lerner 
into the air sends the entire Lerner clan into free fall. Mary Kay Zuravleff depicts 
family-on-family pain with generosity and devastating humor as she explores 
how much we are each allowed to change within a family — and without. 
Man Alive! captures Owen and Toni Lerner and their nearly grown children so 
vividly you’ll be looking over your shoulder to make sure the author hasn’t been 
watching your own family in action.  ~Goodreads

WHAT WE'RE READING >> the WCTE Board

Looking for a good book?  
Check out these titles, shared by the WCTE Board

Look for more good 
book recommendations 
in the next WCTE 
Update in spring

David Roloff
UW-Stevens Point

Sing, Unburied, Sing
by Jesmyn Ward

In Jesmyn Ward’s first novel since her National Book 
Award winning Salvage the Bones, this singular 
American writer brings the archetypal road novel 
into rural twenty-first-century America. Drawing 
on Morrison and Faulkner, The Odyssey and the Old 
Testament, Ward gives us an epochal story, a journey 
through Mississippi’s past and present that is both 
an intimate portrait of a family and an epic tale of 
hope and struggle. Ward is a major American writer, 

multiply awarded and universally lauded, and in Sing, Unburied, Sing she is at the 
height of her powers.

Jojo and his toddler sister, Kayla, live with their grandparents, Mam and Pop, 
and the occasional presence of their drug-addicted mother, Leonie, on a farm on 
the Gulf Coast of Mississippi. Leonie is simultaneously tormented and comforted 
by visions of her dead brother, which only come to her when she’s high; Mam is 
dying of cancer; and quiet, steady Pop tries to run the household and teach Jojo 
how to be a man. When the white father of Leonie’s children is released from 
prison, she packs her kids and a friend into her car and sets out across the state for 
Parchman farm, the Mississippi State Penitentiary, on a journey rife with danger 
and promise.~Goodreads

Tanya Sponholz
Prescott

 High School

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar 
Children
by Ransom Riggs

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A 
strange collection of curious photographs.
A horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob 
journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, 
where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss 
Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children. As Jacob 
explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it 

becomes clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have 
been dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for good 
reason. And somehow — impossible though it seems — they may still be alive.
A spine-tingling fantasy illustrated with haunting vintage photography, Miss 
Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children will delight adults, teens, and anyone 
who relishes an adventure in the shadows.  ~Goodreads

Brad Bryan
Tomah HS

The Hate U Give
by Angie Thomas

Inspired by the Black Lives Matter movement, Angie 
Thomas’s searing debut about an ordinary girl in 
extraordinary circumstances addresses issues of 
racism and police violence with intelligence, heart, 
and unflinching honesty. Soon to be a major motion 
picture from Fox 2000/Temple Hill Productions.

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two 
worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and 
the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The 

uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal 
shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil 
was unarmed.

Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, 
maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets 
in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her 
family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? And 
the only person alive who can answer that is Starr.

But what Starr does—or does not—say could upend her community. It could 
also endanger her life.  ~Goodreads

Marianne Potteer
Stevens Point Area 

High School

My Sister’s Keeper
by Jodi Picoult

Anna is not sick, but she might as well be. By age 
thirteen, she has undergone countless surgeries, 
transfusions, and shots so that her older sister, Kate, 
can somehow fight the leukemia that has plagued 
her since childhood. The product of preimplantation 
genetic diagnosis, Anna was conceived as a bone 
marrow match for Kate — a life and a role that 
she has never challenged... until now. Like most 

teenagers, Anna is beginning to question who she truly is. But unlike most 
teenagers, she has always been defined in terms of her sister— and so Anna 
makes a decision that for most would be unthinkable, a decision that will tear 
her family apart and have perhaps fatal consequences for the sister she loves.. 
~Goodreads

Linda Barrington
Mount Mary University
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Wisconsin English Teachers’ Calendar of Events, Deadlines

January

President
John Schad

1st Vice-President
Kelly Seefeldt

Past Presidents
Denise Meyer

Marianne Potter

Secretary
Jennifer Kieren

Treasurer
Tom Scott

Update Editor
Linda Barrington

WCTE Update December 2017

April

February

Jan. 31    

Entry deadline for Student Poetry Contest, 
Sponsored by the Wisconsin Fellowship 
of Poets. More information or questions:  
adambrevard@gmail.com

Submission deadline for NCTE Edwyna 
Wheadon Postgraduate Training Scholarship, 
which provides funding for professional 
development experiences for English/
Language Arts teachers in public educational 
institutions. The scholarship supports 
postgraduate training to enhance teaching 
skills and/or career development in teaching.  
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/
Sections/Secondary/Wheadon_Guidelines_
and_Application.pdf

Jan. 13

March

   CCCC Convention, “Languaging, Laboring, 
and Transforming" in Kansas City

Winter Advisers' Seminar for journalism 
advisers. Lake Lawn Resort. Sponsored by the 
Kettle Moraine Press Association.

Last day for online or mail-in registration for 
Conference on College Composition and 
Communication (CCCC) convention in Kansas 
City,  March 14-17.  http://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/
conv

March 2-3

March 1

March14-17

Deadline for state nomination for NCTE
High School Teacher of Excellence Award.  
Submit your nomination to the WCTE Director 
for the nominee’s district 
http://www.wcteonline.org/?page_id=207

April 1

April  12-15      Journalism Education Association/National 
Scholastic Press Association High School 
Journalism Convention, San Francisco. http://
sf.journalismconvention.org/

Online submission deadline for NCTE 
Achievement Awards in Writing: This school-
based writing program encourages high 
school students in their writing and recognizes 
publicly some of the best student writers in 
the nation.  For 11th grade students. For more 
information: http://www2.ncte.org/awards/
achievement-awards-in-writing/

WCTE Board meeting in Madison

Feb. 15    

Feb. 17-18

Feb. 4 Early (reduced rate) deadline for registration 
for Winter Advisers' Seminar for journalism 
advisers. Topic: Empowering Student 
Voices. Seminar will be at Lake Lawn Resort, 
March 2-3.  Sponsored by the Kettle Moraine 
Press Association.  http://kempajournalism.
org/7028/conferences/winter-advisers-
seminar-2018/

Feb. 8-10 The Wisconsin State Reading Association 
(WSRA) annual convention. For more 
information: http://www.wsra.org/convention

Online submission deadline for Promising 
Young Writers: This school-based writing 
program emphasizes the importance of 
writing skills among eighth-grade students. 
For more information, see  http://www2.ncte.
org/awards/promising-young-writers/

February

Feb. 15

mailto:schadj@kohler.k12.wi.us
mailto:kseefeld@pointschools.net
mailto:meyerd@westerntc.edu
mailto:mpotter@pointschools.net
mailto:kierenj@ellsworth.k12.wi.us
mailto:tscott2@uwm.edu
mailto:lbarring@wi.rr.com
mailto:adambrevard%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Sections/Secondary/Wheadon_Guidelines_and_Application.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Sections/Secondary/Wheadon_Guidelines_and_Application.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/NCTEFiles/Sections/Secondary/Wheadon_Guidelines_and_Application.pdf
http://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/conv
http://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/conv
http://www.wcteonline.org/?page_id=207
http://sf.journalismconvention.org/
http://sf.journalismconvention.org/
http://www2.ncte.org/awards/achievement-awards-in-writing/
http://www2.ncte.org/awards/achievement-awards-in-writing/
%20http://kempajournalism.org/6758/top-story/winter-advisers-seminar-3/
http://kempajournalism.org/7028/conferences/winter-advisers-seminar-2018/
http://kempajournalism.org/7028/conferences/winter-advisers-seminar-2018/
http://kempajournalism.org/7028/conferences/winter-advisers-seminar-2018/
http://www.wsra.org/convention
http://www2.ncte.org/awards/promising-young-writers/
http://www2.ncte.org/awards/promising-young-writers/
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FOR CLASS >> Amanda Sweet, Stevens Point Area High School

The Mockingbird Museum:
Teaching students the historical context 
of To Kill a Mockingbird

Amanda Sweet teaches at 
Stevens Point Area High 
School. Contact her at 
asweet@pointschools.net.

BACKGROUND: This activity was modified from a lesson shown by David Leech at USMSS 
Summer Spark conference in Milwaukee. This lesson is meant to serve as a beginning of the 
unit activity to familiarize students with the culture and time period of the novel, To Kill a 
Mockingbird. Even though this activity focuses on To Kill a Mockingbird, teachers can modify 
the activity to fit any text. This can also become a student project that requires research. This 
interactive presentation is meant to not only teach students about the background of the novel, 
but also engage them in historical discussions and as an introduction to themes. 

PURPOSE: Many times students need to understand the history, culture, or background of a 
text before they read in order to fully understand the piece. This activity works well to engage 
students in these lessons while valuing their own pacing. The museum is interactive and can be 
used on the flipped classroom model. 

DIRECTIONS: Students are given the presentation and the (optional) student packet. I typically 
have students complete this activity in their writer’s notebook. I also typically give students a 
timeline of when to be done, but do not give them specific topics to have done. You can modify 
this for students that need more structure.

Show students how to move through the interactive presentation by clicking on all of the 
hyperlinks in the presentation. There are buttons to navigate through the different museum 
exhibits, as well as a home button to move back to the lobby of the museum. 

OPTIONAL: Have a discussion at the end of the presentation on what the students found 
interesting. I have also had discussions after each section, or have assigned museum exhibits to 
supplement their reading of the novel. 

RESOURCES:  The Mockingbird Museum Interactive Presentation
          The Mockingbird Museum Question Packet
         Blank Museum Template

mailto:Amanda Sweet <asweet@pointschools.net>
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vKVGsX31OvDF26COSLYHfSuiAO75Rm8vLDLuvIByq9s/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NDxbRUul1hlZwQeKivfzQ1m6q7wUG532wrQqUpEdcpY/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1hybAwgwMkN2f2WBYSjU9pubdFMe9Xu4K4KGzgUiTtDw/edit#slide=id.p
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